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MEET SOME OF OUR YOUNG 
VOLUNTEERS!

Here are just some of the projects and 
volunteers you supported in 2015...

     Our first mixed Immersion occurred with participants 
building houses with Esperanza International in Tijuana, Mexico

     The Two Wolves: Community Cantina 
opened its doors on Monday, 21 September

     131 
volunteers 
donated 
over 2250 
hours to 
The Two 
Wolves: 
Community 
Cantina

     We hosted The Hon. Tom Bathurst, AC, 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of NSW in 
our first ‘Contemplative Leadership Series’ to 
discuss religion and his life in the law

     We sent more than 120 young volunteers overseas 
to work with our partner organisations’ in Cambodia, 
Ecuador, Mexico, Micronesia, Nepal, Thailand and Vietnam

     Bellarmine House expanded to 19 residents, 3 of whom 
worked full-time as interns with The Cardoner Project

MESSAGE FROM FR. DAVID BRAITHWAITE, SJ,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND CEO, THE CARDONER PROJECT

DEAR FRIEND,

As I have shared with you in the past, one of the most wonderful and 
consoling parts of my job is sending inspiring young people overseas 
to volunteer in disadvantaged communities. Time and time again I 
hear young men, like your son, recall their transformative experience of 
service to the poor that continues to deeply affect their whole outlook 
on life.

I am asking for your help to continue expanding this life-changing 
programme for other young men and women. This year we have 
18 excellent young men working very hard to improve educational 
outcomes in disadvantaged communities in Northern Thailand, 
Cambodia and Micronesia. In 2017, I hope to see this expand to even 
more young people, including girls for the first time. My plan is to also 
be able to offer graduate volunteer placements by 2018.

However, there are significant costs associated with maintaining and 
growing these Service Year opportunities, to ensure a sustainable way 
forward for this important work. Cost recovery is an important principle 
of our operations, but in these initial stages, we need more start-up 
working capital to grow while managing risks carefully.

To this end, I am asking you to consider making a financial contribution, 
to allow us to keep helping disadvantaged communities and, at the 
same time, offering opportunities for spiritual growth for our large-
souled young volunteers.

These young men and women are not only the hope of the future, they 
are the hope of the present. They are inspiring us in the here and now – 
more than they can ever know.

Thank you in advance for your support.

“WE ARE CREATING 
AUSTRALIA’S NEXT 
GENERATION
OF LEADERS AS 
COMPASSIONATE 
AND PROACTIVE 
MEMBERS OF SOCIETY 
THROUGH PROVIDING 
TRANSFORMATIVE 
EXPERIENCES OF 
SERVICE.” 
FR. DAVID BRAITHWAITE, SJ

WHATEVER AMOUNT, YOUR 
DONATION SHOULD BE MADE 
BEFORE THE END OF THE TAX 
YEAR ON 30 JUNE 2016.

Fr. David Braithwaite, SJ, 
director@thecardonerproject.org



INTRODUCTION TO THE CARDONER PROJECT
The Cardoner Project is a Jesuit not-for-profit, student-focused hub for volunteering; offering 
assistance to disadvantaged communities both locally and abroad.

With a mission to deepen human, spiritual, and intellectual formation, young men and women 
involved with the Project are grounded in a love of the poor in the service of the Church. 

“WE AIM TO DEVELOP FAITH THROUGH SERVICE, TO BUILD COMMUNITY 
WHERE THERE IS LITTLE OR NONE, AND TO STRIVE FOR INTELLECTUAL, 

EMOTIONAL, AND SPIRITUAL DEPTH. WE OFFER OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A RICH INTERIOR LIFE.”

FR. DAVID BRAITHWAITE, SJ

OUR PROJECTS
1 OVERSEAS

VOLUNTEERING 2
THE TWO WOLVES:
COMMUNITY CANTINA 3 BELLARMINE

HOUSE
Since its foundation, The 
Cardoner Project has sought 
to engage communities 
overseas in undertakings that 
seek to express a recognition 
and respect for excluded, and 
disadvantaged groups. From 
teaching English in Vietnamese 
or Thai schools, to working 
with families to build houses in 
Tijuana, Mexico; The Cardoner 
Project aims to build hope in 
the communities we encounter. 
In the process it is we who are 
transformed.

Our Immersions are 2-3 
week experiences of cultural 
exposure, hard work under 
basic conditions, and shared 
Examen and reflections every 
day. 

Our Service Year Programme 
offers school-leavers a deeper 
immersion in the language and 
culture of peoples in Northern 
Thailand, Micronesia and 
Cambodia for 6-12 months, 
where they teach English 
language and numeracy in local 
schools.

Having opened its doors in 
September 2015, The Two 
Wolves: Community Cantina is 
the definition of soul food – it is a 
volunteer-driven social enterprise 
eatery & bar that welcomes all 
who walk through the doors to 
experience our food and warm 
atmosphere. 

Staff at the Two Wolves Cantina 
are primarily volunteers, apart from 
the Managers and Chefs. Since 
opening last year, 203 volunteers 
have donated over 7165 service 
hours of their time. 

The Two Wolves Cantina’s 
focus is to generate funds for 
disadvantaged communities 
in places we serve overseas 
as well as here in Sydney. The 
primary outcomes targeted are 
improving community standards 
of education, and defending the 
human rights of refugees.

It’s also a great place to build 
community and meet new, 
like-minded friends. It is an 
engagement platform for young 
people seeking spiritual depth and 
a chance to give back to others.

Bellarmine House is the 
residential programme, which 
acts a transitional residence for 
university-aged young Old Boys 
of our Jesuit schools. 

Currently 15 young Old Boys 
live there. Sunday nights are 
community dedicated evenings 
that all residents attend; 
Mass is celebrated followed 
by dinner, and it is a good 
opportunity for everyone in the 
house to reconnect after the 
week. 

The residents also donate a 
day a week of their time to The 
Cardoner Project, primarily 
through working in The Two 
Wolves: Community Cantina, 
but also through volunteering 
at one of our local partner 
organisations.

Living at Bellarmine House 
is an opportunity for human, 
intellectual and spiritual 
formation. It is not a hostel or 
just a place to live. It’s a way of 
life for the boys here, and a lot 
of fun in the process.

THANK YOU
FROM SOME OF OUR VOLUNTEERS

“OUR WORK WITH ESPERANZA 
INTERNATIONAL IN MEXICO DOES MORE 

THAN JUST BUILD HOUSES; IT INVESTS 
IN THE PEOPLE OF TIJUANA. WHILE IN 
TIJUANA WE SPENT OUR TIME ON THE 

WORKSITE DOING A VARIETY OF TASKS. 
THE IMMERSION HIGHLIGHTS THE 

INJUSTICE OF TIJUANA’S SITUATION, 
BUT ALSO REVEALS THE LOVE AND 

COMPASSION OF THE PEOPLE WHO 
RUN THESE ORGANISATIONS, AND WHO 
STRIVE EVERYDAY TO MAKE THEIR CITY 

A BETTER PLACE. THEY WERE, AND 
STILL ARE, AN INSPRIRATION”

MADDIE ARNOLD 
(SECOND YEAR COMMERCE, MACQUARIE 

UNIVERSITY)

“THE SERVICE YEAR BOYS GO 
WITHOUT A LOT OF THE CREATURE 
COMFORTS THEIR MATES TAKE FOR 
GRANTED BACK IN SYDNEY, BUT AS 
ONE WHO WAS THERE FOR A YEAR, 
I CAN SAY THAT IT IS A PLACE AND 
TIME FULL OF CHALLENGES AND 
FRIENDSHIPS, AND SPIRITUAL 
GROWTH THAT STAYS WITH YOU 
ALWAYS.”

JAMES TRACEY 
SECOND YEAR ENGINEERING, UNIVERSITY OF 
NEW SOUTH WALES

“SERVICE YEAR IS CERTAINLY AN EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME AND WE DON’T WANT TO 
WASTE A SINGLE SECOND WE HAVE HERE! OUR SOLUTION IS SIMPLE ENOUGH; NEVER TO 
BE IDLE, AND ALWAYS BE GRATEFUL AND THANK GOD THAT WE ARE LUCKY ENOUGH TO BE 
GIFTED THIS EXPERIENCE.”

ALEX GRAHAM 
(2016 SERVICE YEAR PARTICIPANT IN HUEY TONG, NORTHERN THAILAND)

4 FORMATION

We seek to deepen and 
broaden minds, and to foster 
deeper relationships of service 
and community. More than 
just theoretical, this distinctive 
way of thinking challenges 
the status quo and underpins 
responsible, leaders of the 
future committed to depth. 

We run events to stimulate 
deeper conversation around 
ideas, be it Twilight Spirituality 
Seminars, casual reading 
groups, or or our Contemplative 
Leadership Series with thought 
leaders in conversation with 
young people. 

Spiritual retreats and leadership 
formation courses grounded 
in the teachings of Ignatius 
Loyola, are offered as part of 
The Cardoner Project. The 
basic point is that all of the 
goings on of The Cardoner 
Project, are centred on, and 
lead to Jesus Christ through 
His Church. 

5

Social enterprise is an exciting 
way to help to change the 
world by applying commercial 
insights, models and skills to 
real-world problems of social 
and economic exclusion, here 
and overseas. The Cardoner 
Project is always seeking 
to engage with like-minded 
entrepreneurs.

Social enterprise offers our 
young adults a way to integrate 
their university studies and 
early professional lives with 
their spiritual and moral desires 
to work towards a more just 
society. 

We hope to be able to model a 
way of doing social enterprise 
that is grounded in a deeply 
spiritual way of life in the 
Catholic tradition.

SOCIAL
ENTERPRISE



Please nominate your preferred theme of Young Adults for your donation.
We need to advise you that tax deductible donations through the Australian Jesuit Foundation 
can only be made to support the broader works of the Jesuits, not for specific projects, and 
how the funds are used are at the complete discretion of the Jesuits.

To keep building our 
capacity to provide 
ongoing formation 
to young adults 
so that they can 
become inspired 
and inspiring, faith-
filled leaders in the 
Church and society, 
The Cardoner Project 
needs your financial 
help. If you are able, 
please consider 
making a donation to 
help this work grow.

For more information 
about making a 
donation:

fundraising@
thecardonerproject.org 

(02) 7902 0850

HOW TO DONATE
Mail PO Box 1001, Broadway NSW 2007

Phone Please ring (02) 7902 0850

Online www.thecardonerproject.org/donate-now

Electronic Funds Transfer BSB: 062 784 | Account No: 246 651 01

Name _____________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

Suburb ________________________________ Post Code __________________

Phone __________________________ Mobile ____________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________

DONATION AMOUNT
I am delighted to provide a donation of:

      $5000                $1000               $500              $250              $100

     Other amount $ ___________________________________________________

OR        A regular* donation of  $ ________________________________________

            Every Month           Every Quarter
         *Monthly or Quarterly payments are made on the 15th of the relevant month or nearest           
          following business day and continue until we are advised otherwise. Regular donations 
          are only available with credit card.

PAYMENT DETAILS
       Cheque payable to the Australian Jesuit Foundation

      I have made a donation by Electronic Funds Transfer

       Credit Card

      MasterCard           Visa           Amex

      Card Number                                                           

      Exp. Date                              Cardholder’s Name _____________________

      Signature _______________________________________________________

MAKE A LASTING GIFT
       I have already included The Cardoner Project in my will

       I would like more information on making a gift in my will

All donations of 
more than $2 are tax 
deductible.

ABN: 24 107 869 652
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